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Langford Village Community Association 
Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 20th July 2026
8pm – Virtual Meeting 
	Attendees 


	Carole Hetherington (chairing), Noel Hetherington, Sandra Davies, Dawn Coles, Dan Price, 



	Agenda Item and Actions 

	Owner

	Apologies: None

	

	Approval of Minutes from the 15th of June 2026: 
Approved.


Matters Arising 

· The door has been mended; the bolt still needs some attention which will be addressed.

	





Chair


	Treasurer’s Update:
· The 2025-26 accounts once again record a very satisfactory financial year. The summaries have been shared, and the file has now been passed to Lis Penhearow for independent examination.
· We achieved a £3.9k surplus on Normal Operations, and spent £32.8k on Hall Improvement Projects, with £31.1k of that grant funded, and £1.7k self-funded. We also increased our reserves by £2.2k to £34.6k.
· With no further large-scale projects in the pipeline, I would like to propose that we transfer £10k from the Lloyds Hall Improvement bank account (0.5% var) to the HTB Easy Access account (3.61% var). This could yield an additional £311 interest pa, with no loss of flexible access.
· There are no 2026-27 Q1 figures available for the meeting due to: - completing 2025-26 accounts; holidays; and ongoing handover activities. They should be available for the August meeting.
· Jackie has agreed to maintain Petty Cash records for the accounts, regularly collects spare cash with supporting documentation, and pays into Lloyd’s bank. This mainly involves liaising with Sandra and Zara, who still receive some cash payments for LVCA organised activities.
· The insurance was due for renewal on Thursday 16th July.
· The premium is higher as we have added more contents cover and it also covers the trustee’s insurance which was previously on a separate policy however when this expires in December, we will not need to continue with the payments and will save £50 overall.

· The new policy is £852.81 - The previous policies were £635.84 plus £266.97 (£902.81)

The contents cover has been increased to £25,000 to cover all the new things like:
· Projector, arm screen
· Sound system
· Hearing loop
· A rated fridge freezer, oven, hob
· Tables, chairs
· Cutlery, crockery, glasses, tea urn etc.
· Heat saving system

	

Noel & 
Treasurer















	
Hall News

· Welcome to Langford leaflet, Ute’s sister has agreed to make the amendments to the leaflet, these have now been sent over via Ute, as FLT’s section has reduced we have included a few words on Langford Orchard.
· Chairman has followed up regarding the door closure mechanisms which are fine, so now can apply for funding for them via CDC. 
· Heat saving system, the radiator control has now been replaced, Laurance Gray has taken over from Noel the control of the system for us and is using the LVCA laptop for this purpose.
· No more news from CDC property department regarding a potential visit.
· Carole has asked for quotes to clean the clock housing, which hasn’t been done for several years. See the photo below.
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Bookings Update 

· The T&Cs for Saturday opening to 10pm will be circulated and discussed at the next monthly meeting, after which, if agreed, we can look to start a 6-month trial.
· Radiators - there are signs now that state - do not turn on the radiators.
· July & August – LVCA organised events planned – games night & a wine tasting night.
· There are spaces to be communicated on the seated yoga classes – Chris to advertise availability.
· Wed morning remains available – Chris to advertise availability.

	


Chairman
































Sandra






Jackie

	
Communications and Marketing
· Photographs were taken at the cheque presentations to Nai’s House and Hummingbird Centre and published to our own and several community Facebook pages, including Bicester, Launton and Ambrosden.

· Bicester Advertiser chose to feature the donation to Hummingbird as part of a bigger story about its funding issues.

· Various coverage given on Langford Life Facebook to the MOD immigration center announcement and plans. We have published shared information only, e.g. from Calum Miller, Gov.uk and the poster produced by the campaigners who are opposed to it. Commenting has been turned off to ensure only information is being relayed to LVCA followers.


Local Community

· Chairman along with the local businessmen who were involved with the ‘Donate a Pound to Go Underground’ campaign, handed over cheques for £1700.50 To Nai’s House and The Hummingbird Centre. An article appeared in the Oxford Mail, and the Bicester Advertiser ran an article from Hummingbird that included the donation.
· Streetlights switch off, no further news
· Rodney House roundabout, no further news
· Langford Park, - Carole spent some time with Mick Lee at BTC regarding the improvements for Langford Park. There was a quote for laying harder surface near to the park area in Mallard’s Way and a discussion about replacing the fence at the entrance to Mallards Way. 
· Carole also raised the memorial bench scheme, which was to go before the council at the next meeting for sign off 
· Chairman has had a request from CDC for further information regarding the upgrades to Langford Park as things look to be progressing.
· Proposed Asylum Centre at MOD site A, we agreed to support the campaign to oppose the Bicester MOD Site A, aligning with a fact and evidence-based campaign being coordinated through a joint community campaign under ‘wrong plan wrong site’ led by Calum Miller - communications on the LVCA social media site will have comments turned off.
· The latest news is the application has been placed under an urgent Crown Development process, this has been used rarely, and it could mean from the planning application we are only given 10 days to submit comments and then within 2 weeks a decision is reached. Calum Miller has questioned why it’s now urgent when they have clearly been working on this since last November. Working groups are being set up and a meeting planned for Saturday.
· Today it’s been announced the government has chosen the three new councils’ option for 2028 reorganisation. We will sit in Northern Oxfordshire Unitary Authority

	


Admin
















Chairman

	AGM
Carole has approached:
· Calum Miller MP regarding the AGM to speak about the Asylum Centre, no response yet.
· Also the Bicester Neighbourhood policing team regarding attending, no response yet
· Still to talk to reps from BTC about plans for playgrounds, which are being discussed currently, 
· Still approaching the Gavray Meadows team, reasons being the developer is now querying the amount being requested for the meadows care, stating it makes the development financially unviable.


	
Chairman

	AOB: 

Unsociable behaviour from Bicester school children.
· The gatherings on the fields by large groups of youngsters at the end of term exams and 2 proms so 4 times this year the field has been left littered in bottles and rubbish with no concern for the clean-up.

The community police were contacted and advised they will look to add Langford Park to their patrols, but should there be unsociable behaviour we should still call 999.

Carole has suggested we need to communicate with the local schools, next May and put in writing our concerns and head off the same issue at next year’s end-of-term celebrations. We will work on a letter.

Meeting Closed.
	
 

Committee
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