
 
 

AGM Wednesday 8th October 2025 – Chairman’s Report 
 

Another year completed, actually finishing the hall improvements to bring the premises up to a 
high standard. We have also been a very active voice for Langford Village residents on the many 
local issues across Bicester that impact on us all.  
 
The last major area for improvement at the hall was the kitchen which has been completely 
refurbished as you can see on the slide.  The cost to the hall funds was under £1,000 by applying 
for and achieving grants to cover the main costings. We have made improvements, introducing a 
dishwasher and extractor fan. We have upgraded the white goods to achieve A rating, improving 
our energy efficiency. In addition, we have also installed a new heating system control that is 
linked to our online booking system, thus ensuring we only heat the hall when required. 
 
The hall continues to be very well used, and we as always are grateful to all our regular user groups 
for their continued support. Our popularity for weekend bookings continues, our google rating 
sits at 4.8 out of 5, which is again down to the team that keeps it all running very smoothly. Thanks 
go to Sandra who is in charge of weekend bookings, Harry who opens and closes and looks after 
the hirers on the day, Radoslav who keeps the place clean and Simon who attends to all the 
maintenance requirements.  
 
Our own run classes are still very popular, two classes of seated yoga, Art twice a month, and our 
weekly warm space afternoon Thursday Circle, which Sandra continues to run and works hard at 
providing a fun and varied programme throughout the year.  
 
I mentioned our grant funding which enables us to achieve the upgrades to the hall and this year 
our thanks go to the following: 
 

• National Lottery 
• Oxfordshire County Councillor grant from Calum Miller  
• Cherwell District Council 
• Bicester Town Council 
• Doris Field Trust 
• Co-op  

 
Chris A’Court, has continued to do a fantastic job for LVCA with our website and social media 
pages. Our posts are well received and informative and improve residents’ awareness of local 
issues, we are very grateful to Chris for giving his time to us. The search continues for another 
Chris, who he can hand the baton on to. There are over 5,500 residents on Langford, there must 
be someone with the skills to take this on. Please help us find this person. 
 
 I must also say a big thank you to the other people who help the committee without sitting on it. 
These are Steve McBain who spent so many hours collecting signatures and counting traffic, he 
deserves a medal, Laurence Gray who, having stepped down from the committee, has continued 



his responsibility for the speed awareness camera and distribution co-ordinator for the AGM 
flyers. Howard Patten who puts the bins out and back every Friday, Richard Ponsford who designs 
the AGM leaflet for us every year, and Fltr coffee who come and serve their fabulous coffee plus 
tea, etc at our AGMs, we are truly thankful to each and everyone.  
  
As a committee over the last year, we have been involved in representing Langford Village, to the 
best of our ability, on many local issues: 
 

• London Road Crossing - we have been doing everything we possibly can to shout long and 
loud that we need London Road open for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists, and our 
thanks go to the many of you who have come along to demonstrate your support, signed 
petitions and marched with us. Hopefully Calum will have more to tell us shortly.  

• 20 mph, we sent in reports demonstrating there is not a speeding issue on Peregrine Way, 
4 accidents in 6years, none on Peregrine Way and none involving speeding accidents, all 
to no avail. We have challenged the process, which has been found to be very flaky, with 
no trackable evidence of the process of the agreement to change Peregrine Way from 
30mph to 20mph. It was in the original plans to remain at 30mph as it’s a spine road 
through the village and on a bus route. We now have Martin Reeves OCC Chief Exec    
involved; Carole had a meeting with him recently to discuss the issues we have with 
20mph on Peregrine Way. 

• Speed awareness on Peregrine Way, more on that later from Dan 
• Replacement of street name signs and furniture, we are nearing completion  
• Further improvements to the play area / outdoor gym on Langford Park 
• The proposal to switch off street lighting during night hours 
• Rodney House roundabout, there have been two more recent accidents since Andrew 

Gant’s visit to meet the Chair of Gravenhill residents Association. OCC having removed 
the damaged, dangerous and unsightly barriers from around the roundabout, no 
replacement barriers have been installed.  Andre Gant has gone away to discuss what 
needs to be done at the roundabout to improve things. It is now the worst roundabout in 
the county for accidents. 

• Travellers’ encampment on Langford Park, this caused distress to residents near to 
Langford Park, having ball bearings and metal nuts hitting their house late at night by boys 
from the encampment with catapults, amongst other issues. We now need to secure the 
site so they cannot return. Chris will be updating us on the actions BTC are taking however 
I would like to show a slide showing the issue is greater than what I believe is being 
planned. 

 
Our focus for the next 12months is: - 
 

• All of the above 
• Further improvements near the play area and outdoor gym, in the form of a football/ 

basketball pitch for older children to use 
• Get the broken fences on Mallards Way replaced and some new benches 
• Garden area in front of the Langford Village sign, at the Rodney Houe roundabout 
• Jubilee Lake Path improvements  
• Pathway improvements around Langford Park 
• Involvement with other local issues:  

o Gavray Drive development 
o Wretchwick Green development 



  
o Any others that crop up that have an impact on Langford Village 

 
I would like to give a special thank you to all the committee members, without whom this hall 
wouldn’t function and lot of local issues wouldn’t get championed. 
 
We are looking for more committee members, one to replace Chris handling our website and 
comms, and someone to take the minutes, a new treasurer, as Noel has given 12months notice 
of standing down and more general committee members who can champion some of the above 
issues.  If you feel able to spare some time and have a passion for our community, we hope to 
hear from you, my contact details are now on the screen, or catch me afterwards. 
 
Thank you            
Carole Hetherington Chairman LVCA 


