
 

 

 

LVCA Chairman’s Report 2019/ 2020 

 

Due to the COVID 19 pandemic the LVCA committee took the decision at a recent meeting not to 

hold an AGM this year, and the committee would continue for another 12months before re- 

election. 

We have finalised the accounts for 2019/20 and these are alongside this report which show, we have 

a healthy balance which will help see us through these difficult times. 

As  we are not holding an AGM, the committee have scrutinised the minutes of the 2019 AGM 

meeting and are happy with them and they are now published on the website www.lvac.org.uk for 

your approval as true record. Please read and come back within 2 weeks if you have any objections. 

If we haven’t heard from anyone by 15th November, we will sign them off as being accepted as a true 

record. 

A review of 2019/ 20 proved a very successful year for the hall, we were busy with a wide range of 

groups enjoying the hall facilities along with many individual community parties at weekends. 

In addition to being busy we have continued with the hall improvements, bringing the facilities up-

to- date and reducing our carbon footprint. During the year we replaced the internal lights, which 

were in a poor state, for energy efficient LED lights, with the main hall dimmable which is useful for 

groups who do not want a full glare during their class. 

In May 2019 we celebrated our 25th Anniversary since we officially opened (January 1994) and we 

offered a free event for Langford residents, and had lots of fun, trying out some of the classes on 

offer at the hall, playing games, face painting, and many more activities. In addition, we had a 

competition which involved exploring the estate and finding painted rocks. Our thanks to all the hall 

user group leaders who gave their time, plus the committee members who worked hard to make it a 

success. We also published an anniversary copy of Langford Life which contained the history of 

Langford and the feedback was very complimentary and my thanks go to Mike Oke and Richard 

Ponsford for editing and designing this special edition of Langford Life. 

We have increased our presence on line through the revamped website and Facebook, thanks to 

Chris A’Court’s expertise and we feel that this is the way forward to keep in touch with residents. 

In autumn 2019 we began the planting of a new sensory garden in an unused corner of the hall 

garden and completed the project in 2020, having been delayed by lockdown. Finders Keepers have 

kindly donated a lovely bench which is situated in the garden for people to relax and enjoy the 

aromas and delights of the sensory garden. 

http://www.lvac.org.uk/


Andrew Smith and myself represented Langford residents at the East / West Rail Public Enquiry in 

Milton Keynes, where we did ourselves proud and challenged the barrister representing Network 

Rail. The main aim was to get the London Road Crossing on the agenda which we successfully 

managed and demonstrated that the projected figures of traffic issues at London Road were flawed 

and inaccurate. Needless to say, Network Rail were given the go ahead, no big surprise there and the 

battle for London Road Bridge/ tunnel continues. 

Now to move onto more recent events, March 2020 saw the whole country in lockdown, and the 

hall was closed. As lockdown began to ease, we took the opportunity to replace the hall blinds with 

the hope that things were looking more positive and we could work towards opening again. Events 

then overtook us on June 24th when we discovered a flood throughout the hall, from a burst pipe 

under a sink in the gents’ toilets.  

Most of you will be fully aware that this has meant a complete replacement of the doors and 

flooring and repainting throughout. This meant the hall could not reopen until 21st September. 

We took the opportunity to replace all similar pipes in the hall and replace the boiler and radiators 

while we were undergoing such major works, and my thanks go to Manor Flooring, Mike Pearse 

Carpentry and Bicester Boilers for working with us to get everything done to very tight deadlines. 

We have made many adjustments to the hall operation due to COVID including daily cleaning, 

additional Risk Assessment conditions for regular groups using the hall. Sadly, we are not allowed to 

open for parties, until the end of March, when things will be reviewed dependent on the 

government rules at that time. 

We are pleased to be open and functioning for regular user groups and have done everything in our 

power to provide a COVID safe environment for them. 

I would also like to thank our Cherwell Lottery supporters who are helping raise vital funds for the 

hall. It costs £1 per week, and a chance to win the Cherwell lottery and we receive 50p in each 

pound, a great way to support us. 

Last but not least, I would like to publicly recognise the commitment of the LVCA committee who 

give many hours of their time to ensure the hall is open for the community to make use of.  

We would welcome another two members to sit on the committee if you have any time to offer, 

either focussed on the hall or local issues. Please contact Carole at lvcachairman@gmail.com or on 

07811 283257 to discuss 

 

Carole Hetherington 

Chairman LVCA 
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