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Achieving sustainable development.
Introduction

Paragraph 7.

There are three dimensions to sustainable development: economic, social and environmental. These dimensions give rise to the need for the planning system to perform a number of roles: 

●  an economic role – contributing to building a strong, responsive and competitive economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right places and at the right time to support growth and innovation; and by identifying and coordinating development requirements, including the provision of infrastructure;

●  a social role – supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by providing the supply of housing required to meet the needs of present and future generations; and by creating a high quality built environment, with accessible local services that reflect the community’s needs and support its health, social and cultural well-being; and

●  an environmental role– contributing to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environment; and, as part of this, helping to improve biodiversity, use natural resources prudently, minimise waste and pollution, and mitigate and adapt to climate change including moving to a low carbon economy
Bullet point 1 suggests that the right type of land is available. I submit that Bicester 12 & 13 are already defined as the River Ray Conservation Target Area and are therefore not the right type of land.

Bullet point three has the basic requirement to protect and enhance our natural environment, which the plans for Bicester 12 & 13 would do the exact opposite.
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Core planning principles

17.  Within the overarching roles that the planning system ought to play, a set of core land-use planning principles should underpin both plan-making and decision-taking. These 12 principles are that planning should:

And bullet point 7 specifically requires an enhancement of the natural environment, not the destruction as will be the case if Bicester 12 & 13 is allowed.

●contribute to conserving and enhancing the natural environment and reducing pollution. Allocations of land for development should prefer land of lesser environmental value, where consistent with other policies in this Framework
Page 18 Local Green Space
Recommend that Gavray Meadows is defined on the revised Local Plan as “Local Green Space” as defined under paragraphs 76 and 77 of the NPPF.

76. Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to identify for special protection green areas of particular importance to them. By designating land as Local Green Space local communities will be able to rule out new development other than in very special circumstances. 

Identifying land as Local Green Space should therefore be consistent with the local planning of sustainable development and complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be designated when a plan is prepared or reviewed, and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan period.

77. The Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate for most green areas or open space. The designation should only be used:

● where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 

● where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and

● where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.
Page 25, Section 11, paragraph 109 is the main section to protect the natural environment.
11. Conserving and enhancing the natural environment

109. The planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by:

●  protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, geological conservation interests and soils;

●  recognising the wider benefits of ecosystem services; 

●  minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity where possible, contributing to the Government’s commitment to halt the overall decline in biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures;

110.  In preparing plans to meet development needs, the aim should be to minimise pollution and other adverse effects on the local and natural environment. Plans should allocate land with the least environmental or amenity value, where consistent with other policies in this Framework. 
The NPPF on page 26 goes on to protect the environment:
113. Local planning authorities should set criteria based policies against which proposals for any development on or affecting protected wildlife or geodiversity sites or landscape areas will be judged. Distinctions should be made between the hierarchy of international, national and locally designated sites, so that protection is commensurate with their status and gives appropriate weight to their importance and the contribution that they make to wider ecological networks.

114. Local planning authorities should:

●  set out a strategic approach in their Local Plans, planning positively for the creation, protection, enhancement and management of networks of biodiversity and green infrastructure;
The NPPF continues on page 28 with the following:
117.  To minimise impacts on biodiversity and geodiversity, planning policies should:

●  plan for biodiversity at a landscape-scale across local authority boundaries;
●  identify and map components of the local ecological networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally designated sites of importance for biodiversity, wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect them and areas identified by local partnerships for habitat restoration or creation; 
●  promote the preservation, restoration and re-creation of priority habitats, ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority species populations, linked to national and local targets, and identify suitable indicators for monitoring biodiversity in the plan;
●  aim to prevent harm to geological conservation interests; and
●  where Nature Improvement Areas are identified in Local Plans, consider specifying the types of development that may be appropriate in these Areas.
118.  When determining planning applications, local planning authorities should aim to conserve and enhance biodiversity by applying the following principles:

●  if significant harm resulting from a development cannot be avoided (through locating on an alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort, compensated for, then planning permission should be refused
1st bullet point of paragraph 118 is very powerful in ordering planning permission to be refused!
A further bullet point under paragraph 118 gives the Local Planning Authority clear guidance to protect Bicester 13:
●  development proposals where the primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity should be permitted;
Bullet point 5 on page 28 (paragraph 118) also makes it very clear that Gavray Meadows should be protected:-
●  planning permission should be refused for development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats, including ancient woodland and the loss of aged or veteran trees found outside ancient woodland, unless the need for, and benefits of, the development in that location clearly outweigh the loss;
On page 37 the NPPF defines the need to consult with local communities and yet the Gavray Meadows site has been allocated as housing in spite of the local community!
155.  Early and meaningful engagement and collaboration with neighbourhoods, local organisations and businesses is essential. A wide section of the community should be proactively engaged, so that Local Plans, as far as possible, reflect a collective vision and a set of agreed priorities for the sustainable development of the area, including those contained in any neighbourhood plans that have been made.

Under paragraph 156 the NPPF clearly states the following and this is reinforced by bullet point 5 to conserve and enhance the natural environment, not destroy it as in Bicester 13.
156. Local planning authorities should set out the strategic priorities for the area in the Local Plan. This should include strategic policies to deliver

●  climate change mitigation and adaptation, conservation and enhancement of the natural and historic environment, including landscape. 
Paragraph 157 on page 38 reinforces the requirements of Local Plans to identify where development would be inappropriate, such as at Gavray Meadows!
157.  Crucially, Local Plans should:

●  identify land where development would be inappropriate, for instance because of its environmental or historic significance; and
●  contain a clear strategy for enhancing the natural, built and historic environment, and supporting Nature Improvement Areas where they have been identified.
People should use the paragraphs to explain their objections to Bicester 12 & 13 by either just quoting the paragraph and bullet point numbers or, better still, quoting the exact words.
John L Broad
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